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| Preſent Neceſſity, &c. 


Pp HEN I read thoſe mutual 
IO BSSES| Accuſations in print, which 
the unhappy Diviſions of our 
Country ſo frequently pro- 
WO duce, I conſider them as 


— LUavectives of Men provok'd 

by Oppoſition or Diſappointment, and am 
always Willing to think (what every honeſt 
Man ſhould wiſh) that each Side exag- 
gerates even what they believe and know 
upon thoſe Occaſions. Otherwiſe, indeed, 
it could hardly have been poſſible for the 
Nation to have maintain'd till now, even 

that Appearance of Tranquillity, which 
it {till preſerves. But yet no Man can 
flatter himſelf, with Reaſon, that all thoſe 
Aſſertions are groundleſs; and, when they 
are all ſuch as concern the very Safety and 


>] geren deed "he a Men, \ 
= ſollieitous 81 its Welfare, ſhould, 
7 ſuch Storms of State, ſtill cling to Parts For 
ſervation; as if they 1 were Sly to 
faved only their own Way; and, inftead o 
throwing away all Prejudices and 8 
ſities, and working together with all their 
Might for their common Preſervation, that 
they ſhould ſtill range themſelves as in Bat- 
tle, and each aim chiefly at ſinking the 
other, when theſe Differences muſt end i in 
their common Deſtruction. 
This Reflection ſingly has moved the 
| r. 'of the following Treatiſe to pub- 
liſh his Thoughts upon this Subject. It is 
not with a View to Gott or pleaſe any Set 
of Men, however diſtinguiſhing them- 
ſebves, or diffirguifyd ; but it is from a 
fincere Concern for the Welfare of all i in- 
3 to convince them, if he can, 
| the Neceſſity of an impartial Inquiry 
he 15 be true Shut” of Things of 4 
vering, who are their Deceivers; of drop- 
* ng Party-views of all Kinds, and uniting 
in true Publick Spirit. 
There is, perhaps, no Country in the 
World, Where ſo much has been ſaid and 


Written upon publick Matters, as in our 


own ; and yet, perhaps, none, where leſs 
has deen done for 181 e with a 
| = ous 


. | 

. 5 
true diſintereſted Raney to the Publick. 
This will appear leſs extraordinary to 
thoſe, who conſider what Spirit has chief- 
ly prevailed; a Spirit of Intereſt and De- 

pendency ; a Spirit of Ambition and Re- 
venge ; and (to ſum up all the Wicked- 
neſs und Weakneſs, which human Nature 
can contrive or connive at in one Word) 
a Spirit of Party. Of what Inconſiſten- 
cies and Injuſtice the publick as well as 
From Conduct of Mankind is compoſed, 
s viſible to every thinking Perſon ; but he, 
who imputes all to Intention, has ſurely a 

worſe Opinion of the World, than it de- 
ſeryes; eſpecially as to Men's publiek Con- 
duct, 'which requires ſomewhat more Con- 
ſideration than is neceſſary to private Life; 
where moſt Occurrences are more frequent, 
and more familiar to the Judgment, with- 
out needing much Attention or Reflection. 
Weakneſs ſurely occaſions more Miſcar- 
Flages than Wickedneſs, both in publick 
and private Life; a Weakneſs not neceſ- 
ſitated, but wilful; produced by Prejudice, 
and maintain'd'by Indolence; and therefore 
excuſable in neither; but in publick Life, 


as it is more dangerous, ſo is it more to be 


accounted for, from Men's Education, 
Converſation, their Friendſhips, their En- 
tnities ; fo many Circumſtances and Acci- 
dents combine, to provide them with Pre- 

J TT 1 Gone 


EE 
judices, and. perſuade their Indolence to 
. _ acquieſce under them, that the firſt Mif- 

take frequently occaſions a whole Life of 
Error; for which their Judgment, corrupt- 
cd in the firſt Inſtance, applauds them in 
erery comer: - SO"; 
This being the Caſe, the great Buſineſs 
of an honeſt Man in this World, is to be 
always intent upon undeceiving himſelf and 
others ; a laborious, and perhaps an un- 
rateful Employment; but the moſt real 
Intereſt, the moſt glorious Ambition, and 
(which ought to be a Conſideration of 
more Weight than both theſe) the moſt 
ſelf· approving Conduct, which any. Man 
can purſue : For, if from Error, may al- 
moſt every human Misfortune be deduced ; 
he ſhews himſelf moſt a Friend to Human- 
kind, who attacks their greateſt Enemy; 
and, if Prejudices of all kinds are deſtruc- 
tive of Society, thoſe, which are of the 
moſt publick Nature, mult of neceſſity be 
of the moſt dangerous Conſequence. Of 
theſe the moſt fatal is Party, that lurking 
_ Miſchief, which has been more than once 
ſo near deſtroying all that is valuable in 
this Nation; which has, for ſome Ages, 
interrupted her Happineſs, and ſapp'd her 
Strength; and which (however it may 
have appear'd to be ſubdu'd or expelPd ) 
haas conſtantly threaten'd her under ne- 
. . Diſguiſes, 


z 


ty of effecting her Ruin. Ls 
In the preſent Times, little need be 


Diſguiſes, and watch'd every Opportuni- . 


faid, one hould imagine, upon the Miſ- | 5 


chievouſneſs and Dangerouſneſs of Par 
in general: From what we have heard, 


and what we muſt have obſerv'd, from the 


Inſtances we may have read, and the Facts 
we have ſeen ; every thinking Perſon muſt 
have long contracted ſuch a Deteſtation for 
Party, that he can have conſider'd with 
little Credulity and Satisfaction (but ra- 

ther with Suſpicion and Horror) whatever 
has been deriv'd from that Source. 
Me have liv'd to ſee Parties exchange 
every thing, but their Names, when the7 
have exchanged their Condition. We have 
ſeen Men upbraided with being Deſerters 
of their Party, only becauſe they have 
continued firm to that Virtue, which was 
their ſole Inducement to follow it: Whilſt 
others have contended for the Title of its 

Aſſertors, only becauſe they courted its 
Power, or had eſtabliſhed their own by 

bringing its ſecret Iniquities to Succeſs 
and Perfection. We have ſeen Men, who 
have ated upon a Principle of Party, for 
ſome time unſuſpected, under a Mask of 
Virtue, break among themſelves upon 
their own narrow Views, and expoſe their 


paſt ſelfiſh Ends, and iniquitous Means. 
en. 5 We 


' ſenters, Free-thinking, or No-tl 


2 * 2 
f 3 


We have ſeen Men aſſume to themſelves 


the Character of Diſintereſtedi 


ls, only 


becauſe their private intereſted Views 


were greater than - Dependence and Servi- 
lity would gratify, and endeavouring to 


muffle themſelves up under a thin Appear» 


ance of Virtue, to cover, if they ud, 


that Leproſy of Guilt, which, unleſs con- 


ceabd, would frighten all Mankind from 
approaching them. We have ſeen Men; 


| Who have try'd to make, even Religion, a 
Tool of their Deſigns. We have {en the 
fame Men endeavour to laugh it out of 


Doors, and cry up the Church, the Nif- 
LAKANE at 
all, juſt as it ſuited beſt with their preſent 


myſterious Purpoſe. We have ſeen (the 
moſt ene Ruin, the moſt moving 
Proſpe&, whic 


human Nature can form) 
Men of uncommon Abilities, of penetra- 
ting Judgment, of laborious Experience, 
with natural Humanity and Affability to 
win, and eaſy Eloquence to perſuade, 
form'd with every Qualification to diſcern, 
direct, and afift Mankind : Such Men 


have we ſeen, when they have ſuffer d 
themſelves for a time to float with the 
Tide of Party, forc'd on with the Stream, 
knowing all the Danger, but unable to ſtop, 
ſinking with the Weight of their ill-mana - 
geld Talents; miſtruſted to a degree, that 

* even 


3 VVV 

even notorious Truths in their Mouths, 
became Problems; a Puniſhment to them- 
ſelves, a Reproach to their Friends, an 


Obſtacle to their own Views, uſeleſs to 


Mankind, and loſt to their Country. 
The Hiltories of the lateſt Times in- 
form us, what have been the dreadful Ef- 
fects of Party under different Appearan- 
ces; what Diſtraction and Diſſolution of 
all Law and Society it produced, under the 
Name of Reformation; and how it had 
almoſt depriv'd the Law of its Efficacy, 
and Society of its Rights, under that of 
ie 
- Such Miſchiefs, will the Avarice, the 
Ambition, the Envy, and the Reſentment 


of able Men produce; whilſt the well- 


meaning Multitude are led on by Appear- 
ances, to obſtruct their own Views, and 
deſtroy their own Happineſs. Thus Par- 
ty-men will always be (for the greateſt 
part) inſignificant, and oftentimes honeſt- 
ly intentioned, whilſt the Party they con- 
ſtitute, will always be dangerous, and 
moſt often directed to the moſt pernicious 


=; Oe. 


Let any Man read the Papers, which 
are daily publiſh'd in oppoſition to each 
other; let him conſider them, without a 


|  Byalſs to either; let him ſtand an impartial. 


Spectator of the Diviſions of his Country-; 
1 e mm 
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the moſt dreadfu 
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ee one Part charg'd with the odious | 


Names of Deceivers and Incendiaries; 


| pn leading and led to the moſt deſperate 


Purpoſes, and only diflering in the Degrees 
of Fs Miſchief, g OY = would ef- 
fect: The other Fart branded with the in- 
famous Appellation of the Corrupters and 
Betrayers of their Country ; Men intro- 
ducing the moſt oppreſſive Power under 


the moſt dangerous Form, and fixing a 


ſervile Dependence upon that Authority, 
which can claim its Subſiſtence alone upon 


the Preſervation of Liberty. 


Theſe are 5 of the higheſt and 

ul Nature; the preſent Ef- 
fects we feel, and cannot but dread thoſe, 
which may follow: Miſtruſt, IIl-will and 
Detraction, Breach of Friendſhip and In- 
terruption of Society, are the preſent 
Fore- runners of thoſe greater Evils, with 


which we are continually menaced. 


Who can conſider this Scene with At- 


| tention, and be fond of the Partialities, 


which have produced it; or put Ambition, 
Affection, or Reſentment in Balance with 


publick Welfare? For what is there in 


Power, that ſhould compenſate its Diffi- 
culties and Uncertainty, but the Opportu- 
nity of extending Humanity, and contri- 
buting to the Happineſs of Society? 


In 


„ Li! 
In Contention for Power, the End is 
little adequate to the Means, Which Men 
uſually employ in its Purſuit: Who guides 
the Helm, concerns us little ; how we are 
ſteer'd, is the only material Conſideration; 
and whoſoever performs welt the Drugery 
of the State, deſerves his Hire, and the 
neceſſo eee 7 which attends jt. An 
honeſt Man can ſee a Superior without 

Pain, and not wiſh every Man diſgraced, 
who is not his Friend, or his Kinſman : A 
Change of Perſons would alter nothing in 
his Sentiments of Things; nor can he, in 
his own Breaſt, admit, that his Affections 
or Reſentments ought to be gratify'd at 
the Expence of the Publicxk. 

We may read of great Miniſters, whom 
we may admire ; but hardly of any, whom 
We ſhould have envy'd, when in Power. 


We may envy Cincinnatus his Retreat, his 


withdrawing from thoſe Employments 
and Honours (when they were no longer 
_ neceſſary to the Preſervation of his Coun- 
try) which he had readily embraced, when 
they were too difficult and dangerous for 
Party-men to court them; his leaving 
to them the Wages and Trappings of | 
Power, whilſt he, in that very {mall pa- 
ternal Spot of the Country which he had 
ſaved (leaving the Applauſe of his Fel- 
| low-citizens for Self- approbation) prefer'd 
- HA -— "7 


: the undiftarbed Reflection on his | ſtGreat- 


neſs to its Continuance ; and, by his Ex- 


_ ample, taught thoſe, whom he had led to 
Victory in defence of their Liberty, to 
maintain that Liberty by Frugality and 


N e „ 
,' We may envy the Earl of Clarendon his 


Difſgrace, his Loſs of that Power, which 
he had hardly earned by his Affection 


and his Services, through a long Series of 


Labours and Afflictions, of Difficulties 
and Dangers; in all which Length of 
Time, and Variety of Circumſtanets, he 
had never divided his Duty to his God, 
his King, and his Country ; but, ſecure of 
the Approbation of the former, had often 
incenſed the two latter againſt him, by 

contending for their mutual Rights, Ad- 


vantage and Honour, with the Freedom 


of a Briton and the Warmth of an honeſt 
Man; driven at laſt from the Sight and 
Favour of both, for maintaining his Inte- 


gr ity in the Fulneſs of his Power; calum- 


niated by the Men, in whoſe Diſtreſſes 
he had embarked himſelf for favouring 
_others, in his Greatneſs, who had been 
their mutual Oppreſſors, for making At- 
fection and Reſentment give way to Bene- 
volence, and facrificing Party to publick 


Utility: Twice perſecuted by a Parlia- 
ment, for being an Enemy to Corruption 
- and 


441], 
and undue Influence; once in his Youth; 
the ſecond time in his own Adminiſtrati- 
on; and given up by the King, for whoſe 
Cauſe he had ſuffered, becauſe he would 
never conſent to extend, beyond its ſafe 
Bounds, that Power, which he had in a 

great meaſure reftored; in his Exile 
adorned with that true Greatneſs, which 

no Prince's Favour can confer ; bleſt with 
that Philoſophy, which only Virtue can 
teach in e ; enjoying that Chear- 
fulneſs in Leiſure, which the Review of a 

Lite well ſpent can only create ; and ex- 
erting to the laſt (what only were left 
him) his Pen and his Prayers, for the 
Welfare of his ungrateful Country, and 
his unkind Maſter. +. ET, 
Theſe and ſuch Men, and' only ſuch, 


are Objects of Envy; their Station cer-=. 


tainly more glorious, than that of a Car 
or a Buckingham ; their Happineſs certain- 
Tana Rat. 7H. N 
But, ſince Party in this Country will 
probably at all times prevail, it will at 
all times concern us, nearly to watch its 
Pretences and its Progreſs, and be con- 
ſtantly upon our guard, to elude its Arti- 
fices and defeat its Succeſs. For in ſuch 
Conflicts of State, as it may not be ho- 
ncdurable or ſafe to engage blindly on 


any 


141 


to be ſtrictly neuter. 98 Ee 

We may deteſt Party; we may have 
no private Views for ourſelves, or our 
Friends; but wluift others, who have, 


advance theirs by our Indolence and Inac- 
tivity (however we may amuſe our- 
| ſelves with the Satisfaction of a negative 


Virtue) we are neither wiſe for ourſelves, 
nor juſt to our Country. In fo general 
an Engagement, we may be certain, that 


the good and the evil Genius of our-Coun- 


try both mix in the Fray; and it is our 


Intereſt and our Duty to trace them out 


through all their Concealments. Here is 


the Diſtinction, in which every Man is 
moſt intereſted ; this the only Difference, 


in which a true Lover of his Country is 
L“eet us then be no ways deter d or blind- 
ed in this righteous Enquiry ; the Happi- 
neſs, the Safety of our Country exacts it 
from us; and let us boldly pluck off the 


Mask of Party, and ſtrip her of all her 


Difguiſes : Let us not fear to mark out 
Guilt, whether arm'd with Power, or ta- 


| king Refuge in a temporary Compliance 


with our Wiſhes : Let us ſingle out none 


in the Purſuit from Malice; let us ſpare 


none from Favour : Let us ſhew Party 


and Publick Spirit to the World in their 


true 


„% In 
true Forms; and let Men chuſe between 
them; between their Deluder and their 


Guardian, their Deſtroyer and Preſerver; 


when they ſhall trace Party Spirit through 

every Winding of Miſchief, putting o 
every Form of Iniquity, or of Virtue ; 
helping bad Men to deceive others, and 


good Men to deceive themſelves ; affect- 


ing the brighteſt Purpoſes, when it has 
the blackeſt Ends, and borrowing, like 
Milton's Satan, the Form of an Angel of 


Light, when its wicked Aim is to diſturb 


— Beings proportionably to 


the Peace of the World, and its fond At- 
tempt to elude even the Eye of Heaven; 
whillt Publick Spirit ſhall appear as the 
great Chain, with which the wiſe Author 
of Good has connected his whole Crea- 
tion, an extended Affection, begun in Self- 

pPreſervation and Content, diffuſed to all 
their ſeveral 
Merits, and ended in Adoration of him, 
who is ſole Perfection; an EMfuence of 


„the Divine Benevolence, as it raiſes and 


expands itſelf, approaching nearer to his 
Nature, effecting his Will, and perfect- 
ing the Order of the Univerſe. 
Faving then endeavour'd to give a ge- 
neral Idea of moo and Publick Spirit, 
and to ſhew the Neceſſity of diſtinguiſn- 
ing between them, it will be expedient = 


— 


the End propoſed in this Treatiſe, to en- 
ter more minutely into this Conſideration. 
In thoſe Times, when the Diſſenſions 

between #hig and Tory, were moſt vio- 
lent, a Foreigner coming to England, and 
being recommended to one of the former 
Denomination, asked his Friend one Day, 
ho were reckoned the prettieſt Women? 
To which the other inſtantly replied, by 
"furniſhing him with this ſhort Rule, that 
all the V big Ladies were handſome, and 
the Tory Women as ugly us the Devil. 
Ihis kind of Determination (ridiculous as 
it may appear) moſt Men, who heartily 
engage themſelves on any Side, will be 


ready to give, ſhould they be asked, 


where Party and Publick Spirit are to be 
found. But thoſe, who contend only with 
a View to unite, who would give Merit 
its e and Vice its Cenſure, where- 
ever they find them, will not take up 
with bold Aſſertions, or plauſible Appear- 
ances ; for there may, perhaps, upon a. 
ſtrict Enquiry, be no Set of Men, to which 
either dra or Publick Spirit can be to- 
tally denied; or, in the true Senſe, proper- 

Iy allow'd. „ 5 
Since then Publick Spirit and Party are 
of ſuch jarring Natures; that, however 
any violent Commotion of State, may 
ſeemingly confound them; yet, * 5 
. 5 they 


FR] 
they muſt neceffarily ſeparate; and which 


Who have conſtantiy adher'd to him, an 
C been 


| 7 18 = 
been forward to go any Lengths he he 
Veen he thinks his Scheme ſufficient- 


extenſive. 
'The Publick-f piriteg Man Wee abroad 
for the Motive, and within for the Re- 


ward of his Actions; knows no View 


but publick Good, Benevolence, and: Vir= 
tue; the general Welfare of his Country- 
men is his Aim, and, if He diſcovers in 
the Purſuit any particular Intereſt (tho 
even but as a Conſequence of that) He 
mg miſtruſts the Integrity of his Pur- 
mW Lhe. 
| ” The Party-man conſults: the Character 5 
of the Times He acts in, or of the Men. 
who can moft contribute to his Defigns ; 
unaw'd by Truth and unchecked by fie. 
Detection; He can have SV 
where he knows there is no Danger or 

Confidence where he expects no Securi- 
ty, W he Engl c fas of the 
Treaſures of The Pub 10K. tenacious _ 

of the Rights of the People, or fertile in 
Contrivanees to deſtroy them; He has dif- 
ferent Names for the ſame Thing, to 
ſolve an Imputation of S880 in 
his Conduct; inveſts himſelf in Parrio- 
; 2 5 Popularity ity, and Zeal for Liberty, 
poſition, to draw the Eſteem and 
5 of the Multitude ; or ſhelters 

i unjuſtifiable CER, ii in Omer: 
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3. 


undder the ſpecious Precences ef Loyalty, 
Neceſſity of State, and maintaining the 


juſt Balance of Power; diſtinguiſhing pri: 


vate Crimes into publick Virtues; dejec- 


ted with every {mall Diſappointment, 
elate with every little -Shew of Advan- 
tage, He makes Succeſs the only Teſt of 


his Conduct, and to ſerve a Turn, is con- 
tent to part with any publick Reputation, 


but that of Ability. 


The Publick-ſpirited Man conſults only 
the Conſtitution of his Country, and con- 
ders alone how to guard That where- 


ever it is weakeſt ; as Circumſtances vary 
That, He varies his Conduct; whilſt his 
Principle is neither ſway'd by Faſhion 


nor by an intereſted Compliance with 
Power. He ſcorns any Aid of Falſhood, 
for He acts from an Impulſe of Truth. 
He conſiders only Realities, and deſpiſes 


Sounds, whether intended for his Fame 


or Diſhonour ; The ſame in Oppoſition 
or in Office, He engages in either but to 


preſerve the true Balance of Power, and 


_ which ever He ſees molt likely to 


eſtroy it. He conſiders Society as a 


Conjunction of Families, and- thinks eve- 
ry bad Action more infamous as its Ef- 


fect is more diſſuſive: moſt ſollicitous for 


his own Conduct, (which alone is in his 
Power) He feels * Triumph in Suo- 
82 2 1 | 2 — 


" nn 


| ceſs, and no Deſpair in Diſappointnient # 

ries all his Actions by the Deciſion of 
his own Breaſt; and- ſmiles at Detraction, 
 whilft He enjoys a Conſciouſneſs of Inte- 
Ihe Party-man' allows of no Reſtraints 
upon his Conduct: He builds upon Men's 
Errors and their Paſſions, and makes it 
his Buſineſs to miſlead and to inflame. 
He begs a little Praiſe, to ſupport his 
Vanity in giving him a foretaſte of that 
Outſide of Adoration (to attain which, 
he directs all his Words and Actions) 
and to aſſiſt his Deſigns, by miſleading 
Men to contribute to his Advancement; 
he flatters thoſe he deſpiſes for Intereſt, 
and thoſe he hates for Fear, whilſt, for 
either, He betrays thoſe whom He pre- 
tends to love, for a true Party- man can 
have none but pretended Affection, He 
Wages War like a Pyrate, neither gives 
nor receives Quarter, acknowledges no 
Laws but his own, and holds no Society, 
but with thoſe of his own Profeſſion, He 
thinks every Advantage upon his Enemy 
allowable; ſearches Men's private Lives 
for their Imperfections and Misfortunes, 
and lays them open to publick Cenſure 
and Malice; defames the Virtues and 
magnifies the Faults of all who differ 
with him in Opinion; conſtrues little 


. ͤ 0s 


„ e 
Slips into Crimes, and Errors into Inten- 
tions: He hates Merit which eclipſes 
him, and 3 Abilities which rival 
his own ; whilſt he gives Refuge to the 
vileſt who embark in his Enterpriſes, 
protects their real Crimes, and palliates 
the worſt of their Actions. If in PoW-- 
er, he lays no ſolid Foundations, for He 
builds nothing with a Purpoſe that it 
ſhould laſt, his Deſign is always uncom- 
pleat, for He conceals his Syſtem, that no 
one but himſelf may execute it; He founds 
all his. Meaſures upon a precarious De- 

endence and Uncertainty : His Policy is 
png, and ſhort-lived Expedients are 
the Effects which it produces. He de- 
cides private Proſperity in behalf of his 
Followers, confounds all Law and Juf- 
tice under Party-diftinctions, and ſacri- 
fices even the Happineſs of his Count 
to his own intereſted or ambitious' Ends. 
If in Oppoſition, He has ſtill a View to 
his future Greatneſs; and raiſes no Ob- 
ſtruction to its Operations, but with a 
Power to deſtroy it at pleaſure. He fires 
over the Town to affright the Enemy, 
but not to batter what, he imagines, 
he ſhall have Occaſion to repair. He 
_ ſeemingly attacks himſelf to the Virtuous, 
that he may the more ſecurely defame 
them; and to Men of Ability, that he 
95 EL 6 e 


ſigns, if they interfere with | 
- or, ambitious Views; Whilſt he would 
break even through national Concerns, 


- Cas. 5 
may leſſen their Influence. He introdu- 


ces his Deſigns under 2 Cloak of Juſtice; 


and drops it, where it would embarraſs 
him, under Pretence of Policy or Cuſtom. 
He undermines the moſt r eee De- 

is intereſted 


to effeck his Reſentment: He raiſes an 
Appearance of Guilt in others to reflect on 


himſelf an Appearance of Virtue: He an- 


ticipates Proo by Aſſertions, examines 
with Partiality and Paſſion, and, if he 


happens to be juſt, it is only with a 
View to be cruel. . 


The Publick-ſpirited Man conforms 
his Conduct to the Laws of God and his 
Country, and indulges to himſelf no By- 


Law of . Cuſtom or Party: He combats 
only againſt Paſſion and Error, and treats 
them with moſt Severity, when he finds 


them lurking in his own Quarters, He 
is fond of the Approbation of honeſt Men, 
but that only expreſs'd by their Friend - 
ſhip ; for he is offended with too much 
Praiſe, and ſuſpects the Man who be- 


ſtows it: He is always cager to give Me- 
rit its Applauſe, but jealous of the Ap- 


pearance of Flattery : He is ſincere to his 
own Diſadvantage, and faithful to his own _ 
Loſs : He contends for the Happineſs of 
Society, and thinks, that a Temporary de- 
ET ſtroying 


1 
firoying that End can be no deſirable 
Nein f ſecuring it: He is warm and 
ſteady in Conteſt, but mixes with all 
Men indifferently, aud is equally concern d 
for their Welfare: He ſeeks no Cauſe of 
Contention and föments none without 
Neceſſicy: He diſtinguiſhes, even in ma- 
terial Points, Frome. the Error of the 
Head and of the Heart: He arrogates 
no 1 over Men's private Acti- 


dens, and judges 1mpartially of their pub· 


tek Conduct: He gives human Nature 
its Allowance! pale every Diſtinction, 
but is moſt offended with that ill Man, 
who would diſhonour him with his At- 
tachment : He hates no Man, for whom 
He cannot eſteem He deſpiſes: He is jea- 
lous of the Abilities 87 no Man, but of 
him Who makes Uſe of them in any 
manner dangerous to Society; and thinks 
neglecting one honeſt Man, i iS betraying the 
Cauſe of Virtue. I in Power, He makes 
his Foundation extenſive and ſolid, and 
builds with no retten Materials: His De- 
G. 1s the Peace” and Proſperity of his 
ry, and therefore he fern eo to 
broom the Structure Tafting : He purſues 
his Syſtem wich Openneſs and Corftaticy, 
and cares not how many or Who contri- 
bute to eſſect it: He never proſtitutes 
Power in delense ol Injuſtie, but ſup- 
20 0 ports 
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Authority: by faithfully: maintain= 
ing 0 its proper Limits, and ſeeks. 


' his own Happineſs in that of his Country: 


If in Oppoſition, He prunes the Luxurian- 


ces of Authority, that he may preſerve its 
real Strength and Beauty: He frankly em- 


braces every wiſe and good Man's Friend- 
ſhip, and engages ſincerely in every juſt 
Cauſe ; for he knows that no Scheme can 
be perfect, or ought to be laſting,” where 


theſe are to be deſerted: He hopes for 


the Innocence of his Adverſary ; never 
plays with a Man's Intereſt or Reputa- 


= tion; Enquites becauſe he loves Juttice ; 
but demonſtrates in his Enquiry that he 


loves Truth; traces out Crimes with im- 


partial Attention, but finds them þwith 
Reluctance; divides. in his own Breaſt 
the Guilt from the Guilty ; maintains Hu- 
manity in Rigour; and only ſubmits to 


the Appearance of being cruel, to preſerve 


| the Conſcience of being juſt. 


Thus in every Station and Circum- 
ſtance, whatever ma 7 be aka Miſinter- T 
h ever 
Cloud which —— Fon — = auſibility, 
can caſt around them, a Beam of Truth 


will break forth to aſſiſt us in our Search. 
We may be for a Time, amuſed by a Pre- 


tence to avis or to Zeal ; we may find 


ourſelves e engaged by / Anachinenr 8 


- 


N 


£318.24 
or Reſentment ; but, if our own Ends are 
truly publick, if the Welfare of our Coun- 
try be our real View, and all others are 

indifferent, but as they contribute to, or 
depend upon that; let us leave out all per- 
ſonal Conſiderations, both of Prejudice 
and Partiality, upon all Occaſions; let us 
examine Facts and cheir Tendency; let us 


compare Men's Profeſſions with their Con- 


duct, and we ſhall not be long deceiv'd, to 
our on, or our Country's Diſadvantage. 
By this Teſt, which they cannot long 
evade, they muſt at laſt be diſcovered: 
For the Aim of Party will be Perſons; 
the Aim of Publick Spirit, Things; the 
Intention of Party, to govern; the Inten- 
tion of Publick Spirit, to reform; the 
Principle of Party, will be Paſſion; the 
Principle of Publick Spirit, muſt be Vir- 
The foregoing. Conſiderations have en- 
_ deavour'd to {hew,. that that that Party 
(the Prevalence of which has been in all 
times, and muſt always be, of the moſt 


miſchievous and dangerous Conſequence 


to this Nation) can never properly. be 
fixed to any particular Denominationi or 
Profeſſion; and it is to that Uncertainty 
and Mutability of the Object, that we 
may juſtly attribute the Miſchief and the 


Danger 
” DE A na- 


A natural Deſire of Happineſs, with 
ſome Mixture of Vanity, makes all Men 
unwilling to allow themſelves to have been 
deceived or miſled : They find it an un- 
pleaſant Task to trace out the Faults of 
| Perſons, upon whom they have long de- 
pended; and the Diſcovery begets new 
Fealouſies, and a general Miſtruſtfulneſs, 
Which makes the World very diſtaſteful : 
And, indeed, this Reluctance is not to be 
wWondered at; it wears ſo much an Ap- 
pearance of Wiſdom, and even of Vir- 
tue, to retain old Habits and Opinions of 
Men, and of Things ; and Attachments, 
begun upon the moſt honeſt Views, may 
afterwards appear to a Man, ſo fixed up- 
on him by long Acquaintance and Obliga- 
tions, that even a good Man's Partiality 
will make him, for a long time, blind to 
the moſt notorious Faults ; and when he 
cannot avoid ſeeing them with the reſt of 
the World; yet ſtill, for a while, his Af- 
fections will hold an equal Struggle with 
his Virtue. But whoever, with the leaſt 
Experience of the World, has made any 
ſerious Reflection upon this Subject, muit 
allow, that Denominations ſerve only for 
deſigning Men, to diſunite Society in their 
Quarrels, and to effect their Purpoſes, by 
laying Men under a ſeeming Obligation, 
from a miſtaken Point of Honour, to con- 
| cur 
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cur with them at all times, right or 
Wrong. As if to form one general Judg- 
ment of Perſons and Things, were a great- 
er Proof of Juſtice and Wiſdom, than to 
conſider them impartially upon different 
Occaſions ; or that Men could fee far 
enough into Futurity, to be well aſſur'd, 
that Perſons would never alter their Con- 
duct, nor Meaſures their Nature, from 
Time and Circumſtances. Thus Faſnion 
makes Slaves of the Multitude by their 
own Conſent, tho? without their Know- 
ledge; and falſe Honour and Cuſtom, 
_ conſtitute Party: Thus the World is en- 
gaged in Animoſities and fierce Conten- 


tions, to gratity the Ambition, or the 


Pride of xtew Men: Thus Kingdoms are 
divided within themſelves, and made a 
Prey to their Enemies from without or 
Within; whulſt thoſe, who mean the beſt, 
are led on by this blind Zeal, and made 
Inſtruments of Miſchiefs, to which by 
free Choice they would never have con- 
. . 1 
But, as Men of any Religion may adore 
Foie Creator and be juſt. to their Neigh- 


bour, and yet no Religion makes all, who 
profeſs it (of conſequence) either honeſt 

| Men, or true Believers; ſo Men, whe- 
ther in Oppoſition or in Office, may equal- 
ly entertain upright Intentions, whilit no 
JS Deno - 


F . 
Denomination can (of neceſſity) make 
them true Lovers of their Country: In 


Hh Calts,- Praftioe, not Profefſion; maſt 


determine; as, in the former, the Sinceri- 
ty of our Hearts, upon the beſt Informa- 
tion, anda charitable Allowance to all 
thoſe, Who proſeſs a different Faith, muſt 
undoubtedly be the ſafeſt and beſt Reli- 
85 „tho it may interfere with the 
Zeal of Church- men; ſo in the latter, 

acting on our own Principles with Integri- 

ty, without excluding all Men, who hold 

-2 different Conduct from our Good-will 
and Society, is certainly the wiſeſt and 
moſt honeſt Policy, tho' it may embarraſs 
the Ambition of leading Party-men. Di- 
ſtinction, Separation, and Paſſion, are the 
Inſtruments of their Power: But he, 
whoſe Views are nobly unconfin'd by 
particular 'Confiderations, and takes in the 

general Welfare of Society, will not be 
miſled by the Example of the Weak, or 

the Artifices of the Deſigning, to con- 
found Obſtinacy with Conſtancy, or Par- 


tiality with Zeal; he will make it his 


Buſineſs to break down Partitions, and 
extinguiſh Animoſities; he will think Ar- 
gument, and the Juſtice of his Cauſe, ſuf- 
ficient to animate, and that Abuſe and 
Paſſion ought never to perſuade ; he will 
be candid to his Adyerſaries, and W 5 


FS a WWWW 
of his Friends; he will make Truth and 
uſtice the Rules of his Conduct, and will 
take no Profeſſion or Perſon, to be the 
Standard of either: If he be young, he 
will feel and enjoy his Superiority in 
Virtue; but, in Decency to himſelf, and 
to the Confent of the wiſeſt Nations in all 
Ages, will preſerve the outward Defe- 
rence which he owes to more Age and 
Authority; but, in his own Breaſt, hne 
will eadeavour to diſtinguiſh between Ap- 
e and Realities, and be led only 
by Argument and Proof; he will not mi- 
ſtake Ambition for Patriotiſm, nor Re- 
ſentment for Juſtice; he will not be ſedu- 
ced by Abilities unſupported by Morals, 
nor miſled by an iniquitous Experience; 
he will remember, that Ce/ar raiſed him- 
ſelf to abſolute Power by fighting, for his 
Country, and that Cromwell was above two 
Thirds of his Life a Champion for Li- 
berty: If he has acted any Time upon the 
Stage of the World, he will make Allo W- 
ance for miſtaken Warmth and Prejudices, 
which he has felt in his Time: But he 
will judge of Mens Ends by their Actions; 
he will exert his Abilities and Experience, 


do diſabuſe Mankind of their Errors, and 


detect and oppoſe Party Spirit, wherever 
he finds it conceaP'd : He will not be de- 
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or Aſſociate; but be animated by every 
new Deceit and Danger which he diſco- 
vers, and not ſacrifice his Integrity to his 


Affections, his Indolence, or his Pride. 


But, if ever we ſhould ſee the known 
Rules of Juſtice and of Truth, oppoſed or 
evaded ; if we ſhould ever ſee Men emi- 
nent in the Law, proſtituting their Lear- 
ning to diſgrace their Profeſſion, and find- 
ing a Refuge for ay, even in the 
very Bulwarks of Juſtice ; if reformed 


Church- men at any time (tho? they pub- 
liſhed the moſt perſuaſive Arguments 
againſt the Errors of Rome) ſhould take 
upon themſelves to canonize Men in Pow- 
er, and ſanctif/ Corruption; tho? they 
| ſhould write Volumes to diſprove a ſpe- 
culative Opinion of the Pope's Authority, 
if they ſhould. enjoyn a practical Faith in 
the Infallibility of an Adminiſtration; could 
we be impoſed upon, either by their Senſe 
C %%% 
But if the very Foundations of the Con- 
ſtitution of this Country ſhould ever be 
haken, ſhould: Diſſoluteneſs of Morals and 
Contempt of Religion, ſhould Corruption 

and Dependency, ſhould perpetual Armies 
and perpetual Debts, ſhould increaſe of 
: 8 Expence and Profuſion of publick 


reaſure, ſhould undue Enfluence in Elec- 
tions and partial Determinations, where Pro. 
perty and Law are concern'd; ſhould theſe 
| | | ever 
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| ever be contended for and juſtified ; ſhould 


ever the Advocates for theſe be Men of high | 


Stations and great Abilities; ſhould ſuch 


Men only, who maintain or practiſe theſe 


Doctrines, be favoured and advanced, and 


no. Man venture to oppoſe them - without 
being diſcountenanced and defam'd; ſhould 
an implicit Obedienceto the former be then 


_ conſtrued Loyalty, and a bold Aſſertion of 
Liberty ia the latter be interpreted, at leaſt, 
a Tendency to Treaſon ; ſhould, in conſe- 


quence of all this, the meaneſt Vices be- 
come faſhionable, and Piety and Virtue 


be ridiculd and infulted; ſhould Men of 
Rank glory in their Shame, and publickly 
t 


their Intereſtedneſs and blind Obe- 
dience; whilſt, preferring the Vanity of 
Judgment to the Satisfaction of Virtue, 
they might even affect to condemn the 


a vow 


very Meaſures, which themſelves advan- 
_ ced; ſhould great Armies be maintain'd, 


when no Man could point out the Neceſſi- 
ty ; ſhould the Reputation of this Nation 


be ſunk abroad, her Interpoſition negle&- 


ed, and her Commerce reduced ; and at 


home her "Treaſures exhaulted, her Credit 
precarious, and her Liberties undermin d 
In Times of Tranquillity; we could then 
have no doubt, where the Balance wanted 


Weight; we might then be very ſure, 
that our Country was reduced to the laſt 
Extremity ; and let this Progreſſion of 
To A Miſchief 
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| Mifhicf have been fein Chipes of fomt 


Deſign, whoever might have contrived, or 


contributed to it; in ſuch a Circumſtance, 
we ſhould equally be concerned ro defend 


Should ever this Nation be funk to ſo 


deplorable a Circumſtance, can we ima- 


gine, that any Perſons in their Senſes, 
Could then be ced to contribute to her 


final Deſtruction, from Motives of old- 


Prejudice, or private Attachments ; or 
from an Indolence, more criminal and 


unaccountable than either, in not thinki 

ſuch Facts worth an impartial Enquiry *? 
Will any Man ſuffer his Houſe to burn, 

rather than take the Alarm from one he 


| diſregards, or rather than expoſe thereby 
the . or Fault of a favourite 
Servant? In a Caſe of that vaſt Impor- 


tance, no Prejudice ſhould inflame, or Far- 


riality deceive us; but if, upon Examina- 


tion, ſuch Facts, or any of them, ſhould 
ever appear to be true; who is there ſo 
mean, {o dead to all Honour, ſo blind, 


even to his own Advantage, that he would 


ſculk behind any Pretences of Intereſt or 


 Diffidence, of Party or Friendſhip, when 


his Country called for Succour? Let the 
narrow-minded reflect, and he would find 


his own Intereſt inſeparable from that of 


his Country; that whatever oppreſſed and 
„„ exhauſted 
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_ exhauſted her, muſt neceſſarily weaken 
and impoveriſh his own Family; and that 
the Spoils, he would © pillage from her, 
5 e: muſt cruſh the ſacrilegious Poſ- 
ſeſſor: Could Friendſhip (Virtue's nobleſt 
Reward) be proſtituted to thoſe, who be- 
tray'd the moſt facred Truſt, in contribu- 
ting to the Deſtruction of their own 
Country, and the Oppreſſibn of their own 
Poſterity? Would not Men conſider, whe- 
ther thoſe, who deſtroy the firſt Bonds of 
- Society, have not cancelled every inferior 
Obligation, would they not remember, 
that their firſt Attachments and Aﬀec- | 
tions are owing to their Country, to the | 
Memory of their Anceſtors, and the 1 
Hopes of their Poſterity? And, if any 
Men ſhould at fuch a Time boldly ſtaned 
up in Defence of the Liberties and Laws, 
the Proſperity and Honour, of their ſink- 
ing Country; unaw'd by Power, and un- 
check'd by Diſcountenance or Oppreſſion; 
could any Man imagine, that he could err 
an that firſt Step? Who is there, that 
could be unconcern'd in fuch a Conteſt? 
Wbo is there, that muſt not ſee through bs 
every Artifice, that might be uſed to de-. 
fame it? Who is there, that muſt not | 


know, that ſuch an Oppoſition could not 
be Party, it muſt be Publick Spirit ? 7 
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But, even in ſuch a Caſe, let Men take 

Publick Spirit for their Guide, as well as 
their Motive; let them not confound Per- 


ſons with Things; let them not be tranſ- 


ported by Imputations of Guilt, nor led 
away by Pretences to Virtue, to center all 
their Views in the Deſtruction of one Set 
of Men, and the Advancement of ano- 
ther; let them not divide Mankind in 
the Choice of their Maſters; let them 
not imagine, that all Men are actuated by 
the ſame diſintereſted Principle; let them 
miſtruſt the Diſguiſe of Party Spirit, un- 
der the moſt active Appearance of V ir- 
tue, and give the ſtricteſt Obſervance 
to its Countenance in every Light, and its 
Actions upon every Occaſion; let them 
act with Firmneſs, but with Temper; 
with a neceſſary Confidence, but not with 


Credulity; follow no Man blindly, be- 


cauſe he may pretend their Views with 
more Talents and Experience; but force 
the Deſigning to be inſtrumental to pub- 
lick Good, and defeat all their pernicious 
Intentions; let them trace out Publick 
Spirit, from Facts and from Actions; from 
the Study of the Conſtitut ion of their 
Country, and from the Impulſe of their 
own Conſcience ; and let them follow that 
With ſteady Reſolution, wherever it leads 
them, tho even through Calumny and 

. | Oppreſ⸗ 
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e jure, for at the laſt it muſt, it 
wil 


conduct them ſurely to their own, 
and their Country's Happineſs and Glory: 


Let Men winnow (if they can) the Ini- 


quities of their Country; caſt away the 


uſeleſs or pernicious Part, indifferently, 
whether it comes from their own Stoc 


or their Neighbours ; and, without diſtin- 


guiſhing upon what Soil it grew, or by 


what Hands it had been managed, blend 
together the Virtue, which they clear, re- 
joice and ſtrengthen themſelves with it for 
the preſent, and ſtore up Proſperity and 
Peace for the times to come. | 
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